
 

 
 

SUMMARY 

 

The following criteria serve as the basis for Friends of the Los Angeles Rivers’ support of a 

given River-adjacent development.  They are framed around FoLAR’s mission to create 

an equitably accessible and ecologically sustainable Los Angeles River. These criteria 

are broadly defined to begin the review of any given development, while allowing 

room for more specified comments on a project-specific basis.   

 

Affected developments include planning and design for proposed developments 

immediately adjacent to the River or separated from the River only by publicly owned, 

utility or rail right-of-way. 

 

The criteria below are adapted from relevant sources, as cited. 

 

Appropriate and responsible River-adjacent developments will: 

 

 Maximize public access to the River by providing public thoroughfares in and/or 

around the site to the River (RIO) 

 

 Providing wayfinding, landmark, and informational signage from nearest 

roadway and public transit (CA Coastal Act) 

 

 Maximize River-adjacent mobility and recreation opportunities by: 

o Providing River-adjacent multi-use trails, bikeways and/or walking paths 

that support a diverse and interconnected mobility network throughout 

the river corridor (RIO) 

o Provide for and maintain continuity of existing or planned bike ways and 

multi-use trails (RIO) 

 

 Proposed development is consistent with and helps meet the goals of relevant 

River planning documents, such as ARBOR, the RIO and the LARRMP. (EV Q 

Conditions) 

 

 Proposed development improves public access to the River by  

o Providing a permanent public access dedication for open space and 

community gathering directly adjacent to the River (San Antonio, CA 

Coastal Act, RIO)  

o Linking the River to street edges by providing public thoroughfares to the 

scale appropriate to the surrounding neighborhood (RIO) 

o Maintaining continuous views from the nearest street and the river. (San 

Antonio) 

o Providing an aesthetically pleasing environment for pedestrian and 

bicyclists by designing buildings to a human scale (San Antonio)  



o Designing, funding and maintaining planned public improvements along 

the site’s River frontage (FoLAR original, providing basis for a potential 

future “River Fund”) 

o For developments separated from the River by publicly-owned, utility or 

rail right-of-way, the Developer should coordinate with the necessary 

entities to entitle, design, develop and maintain Public Access and open 

space as outlined above. 

 

 Proposed development activates the public realm along the River by adhering 

to the design guidelines set forth in the City of LA’s River Improvement Overlay 

Zone:  

o Orienting the long side of large format retail parallel to the River (RIO) 

o Orienting the short side of industrial or manufacturing uses parallel to the 

River (RIO) 

Providing ground floor River access, signage and frontage for business 

and commercial uses (RIO)   

 

 Proposed development promotes Ecosystem restoration by 

o Financing and maintaining the in-channel modifications proposed in the 

LARRMP, ARBOR, and/or other relevant River planning documents. (FoLAR 

original, providing basis for a potential future “River Fund”) 

o Maximizing the use of Southern California native vegetation for habitat 

and landscaping elements (ARBOR and LARRMP) 

o Providing multi-benefit landscape designs and infrastructure 

improvements throughout the site and within the public space (ARBOR 

and LARRMP) 

o Preserving existing River ecology and implementing further ecological 

restoration, as set forth in the relevant adopted River planning documents 

(CA Coastal Act) 

o Casting no new shadows that preclude in-channel ecological restoration 

consistent with a Southwestern Riparian River ecology.(MA Bill H826, 

FoLAR’s Wetland Restoration Principles, TNC study)  

 

 Developer prioritizes social equity and inclusion by: 

o Providing the widest opportunity for public participation programming. 

(CA Coastal Act) 

o Recognizing and adhering to the identity of immediate River community 

(EV Q Condition) 

o Providing affordable housing consistent with local needs (EV Q 

Conditions) 

o Implementing local hiring practices  

 

 

 


